“Copacabana,” the song, was written in 1978 for Barry Manilow's
"Even Now" album. Though it was loved by all who heard it, the
record company didn't know quite what to do with it. Despite
hearing from disc jockeys that “Copacabana” was producing some
excitement, the record company decided to release three other
songs as singles. The city of Miami then weighed in. Florida disc
jockeys, at the request of their listeners, began to play
“Copacabana” straight off the album. Within weeks, the record
company was forced to release it as a single. It soared up the
charts, and Barry Manilow entered the Guinness Book of World
Records for having four songs in the top 40 simultaneously. The
single quickly went gold, and contributed to the album going
triple platinum. The song earned Mr. Manilow his first Grammy
Award.

Several years later, Dick Clark approached Copacabana’s writers,
Barry Manilow, Bruce Sussman and Jack Feldman, about adapting
the tune into a musical film for television. It was the first time
such a project was attempted since Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella. Starring Annette O'Toole, Barry Manilow, Estelle Getty
and Joseph Bologna, the movie garnered great ratings and
wonderful reviews and won an Emmy Award.

Shortly thereafter, Caesar's Resorts in Atlantic City contacted the
creative team about adapting the film for their show room -- the
caveat being it had to be less than 75 minutes long. Mr. Manilow,
Mr. Sussman and Mr. Feldman proceeded to invent a new form:
Vegas review meets Broadway show. It was wildly successful and
received glowing reviews.

This prompted British producers to inquire about the possibility of
expanding the show to a full-length, two-act, West End musical.
Discarding much of the Atlantic City production, the creators
added several more characters and sub-plots and doubled the
size of the score. This production enjoyed a four-month, pre-
London tour, ran two seasons on London’s West End and toured
for more than a year thereafter.

SYNOPSIS




“Her name was Lola...” the unforgettable opening lyric of Barry
Manilow’s Grammy Award winning hit song, “Copacabana,” is the
inspiration for an exciting and passionate new musical.
Copacabana is a tale of love and romance set at the heart of the
swinging nightclub scene of the 1940’s.

While creating the world’s next big hit, Stephen, an aspiring
songwriter, is carried back to an era when “music and passion
were always the fashion” at the world famous Copacabana
nightclub in New York City. In his dream, Lola Lamar, a hopeful
showagirl, is launched on the path to stardom as a Copa Girl with
the help of Tony Starr, a bartender with dreams of his own.
Captivated by Lola’s performance, the villainous Rico whisks her
away to the Tropicana nightclub in Havana. From this exotic,
distant new world, a tale of old-fashioned love, jealousy, and
murder in the entangled lives of Lola, Tony and Rico unfolds
amidst dazzling costumes, spectacular sets and sensational
choreography.



